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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME — GREETINGS:

EO 01-01

AN EXECUTIVE ORDER ADDRESSING THE STATE’S CURRENT POLICY ON
PURCHASING PRODUCE.

WHEREAS, accorcting to tlie 1997 USDA Census ot Agriculture, 24:.1 percent ot Arleansas’

tarms were less tllal’l 50 acres; ancl

WHEREAS, accorcling to the same census, 80.4 percent of Arkansas’ farms were tamily ownect;
and

WHEREAS, accorcting to the same census intormation, only .5 percent of the Value of Products
sold were fresh Vegetal)les and procluce; and

WHEREAS, Arkansas has a compelling interest in the promotion of the procluction and fresh

vegetal)les grown on small tamily tarms; and

WHEREAS , the 1997 Census of Agriculture data inclicates that most tresli procluce is grown

ancl proclucecl on small, tamlly ownect tarms; ancl

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the state to purcllase a portion of all vegetal:)les from
local small tamily owned farms;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Hucleal)ee, acting under the autliority vested in me as Governor of the
State of Arlzansas, do lierel)y order:

1. State Agencies are tierel)y directed to purcliase, when possil)le , at least 25% of all tresll, unprocessecl
vegetal)les from local, small farms.

2. To this end, Agencies are instructed to use procluce brokers that purcllase produce from local
growers, clocumenting this use as the agency sees fit.

3. Agencies are to report the number of purcllases made from local farmers l)y October 1 of every year
to the Department of Finance and Administration.

4. The Department of Finance and Administration is to compile this data as it sees fit and report it to
the Governor or his agent l:uy the l)eginning of the next fiscal year.

5.N otliing in this Executive Order is to be construed as a preterence or mandate and shall not alter
state purcliasing guidelines or existing contracts.

Definitions:

A small farm is defined as a farm under 100 acres. Locally grown vegetal:)les is defined as farms in
Arkansas or surrouncling states no further than one Worleing ctays clrive, under appropriate speecl limits,
from the purcliasing agency. Unprocessecl Vegetal:ules are defined as Vegetaljles that have received no
treatment, automated or otlierwise, after tlley have been tiarvested, exclucting Waslling or the minor
application of a preserving agent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State Of
Arkansas to be affixed at the Capitol in Little Rock on this 24th ctay of January in the year of our Lorcl, two
thousand one.

GOVERNORMIKEHUCKABEE

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRIEST




